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The impact of the Islamic Revolution of Iran on the creation and activity of 
the Islamic Movement in Nigeria 

 
Abstract  
The political and religious transformations in Nigeria, particularly with the rise of the Islamic 

Movement led by Sheikh Ibrahim Yaqub al-Zakzaky, reflect a unique dynamism in the socio-

adopts a historical-analytical approach 

to explore the emergence, expansion, and challenges faced by the Islamic Movement of Nigeria, 

highlighting the pivotal role of Sheikh al-Zakzaky since the s. Given the undeniable influence 

of the  Islamic Revolution in Iran on strengthening Shia identity in Nigeria, the article 

investigates the connection between the spread of Shiism and the soft power of the Islamic Republic 

of Iran through its cultural, educational, and ideological support. It further examines the tensions 

and confrontations between this movement and other Islamic factions in Nigeria, particularly 

Salafis and Sufis, framing them as methodological and discursive conflicts. Ultimately, the article 

aims to clarify the social and intellectual foundations of Nigerian Shia identity and to shed light on 

Iran’s role in reshaping religious identity among segments of the Nigerian Muslim population.
 

Keywords: Nigeria, Shiism, Sheikh Ibrahim al-Zakzaky, Iran’s soft power, Islamic 
Movement.


