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1 …it is unlikely that there should be a more restrictive ability to amend at the pre-service stage than at the post-service stage. Indeed, 
if anything, given that at the pre- ed to respond to a 
claim form which has been served, it might be expected that the ability to amend should be greater than at the post-service stage. 
Certainly, in my view, the scope to amend prior to service should not be more circumscribed than it is at the post-service stage.
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Amendment of Factual Matters in Civil Proceedings in the Legal Systems of Iran and 
England

Abstract
Factual matters may be regarded as a set of raw data and objective events presented by the parties 

legal systems, the amendment of factual matters is permissible in light of principles such as the 
principle of party control over the proceedings and the adversarial principle, and the purpose of such 
amendment may be to strengthen a party’s procedural position or to alter the position of the claim. 
The principal difference between these two systems lies in the scope and conditions governing the 
exercise of such amendments. In English law, greater flexibility exists, and the range of permissible 
amendments varies depending on whether they are made before or after service of the claim form. By 
contrast, in the Iranian system, where the amendment of factual matters entails a transformation in 
the essential elements of the claim, it is subject to limitations and strict regulations. This distinction 
reflects differing legal approaches to case management and to preserving the balance between the 
parties’ right of defense and the coherence of the judicial process.

Keywords: Factual Matters; Civil Proceedings; Strengthening Position; Alteration of Position; 
Service of Process.


