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A Jurisprudential Re-reading of the Sphere of Obedience to Parents and Educators: The
Conflict Between Mawlawi and Irshadi Approaches in Relation to the Lawgiver’s Exclusive
Right of Obedience

Ali-Mohammad Heydari-Azhdar!
Hormoz Asadi Kuhnabad?
Mohammad Sadeq Albughish?

Abstract

In the epistemological framework and the educational system of Islam, the intersection of “human
commands” (parents and educators) with “divine imperatives™ has resulted in a fundamental legal challenge.
A conceptual conflation between the “ethical” status (veneration) and the “legal” status (the obligation of
obedience) has caused confusion among accountable individuals in distinguishing between “sin” and the
“right to choose.” The core issue is whether, in light of the theory of the “exclusive right of obedience to the
Lawgiver”, commands issued by parents and educators possess a Mawlawi nature (possessing independent
merit and punishment) or merely an /rshadi nature (guidance based on reason). The primary objective of this
research is to redefine the boundaries of obedience and provide a coherent model for resolving educational
conflicts within the “realm of permissibility”. Utilizing a descriptive-analytical method and employing the
principles of Usul al-Figh, this study examines the nature of divine discourses and the four sources of
jurisprudence. The findings indicate that reducing all educational commands to Irshadi rulings is incorrect.
Regarding parents, although the primary rule is the absence of absolute guardianship, their commands within
the realm of permissibility acquire a religious character and become enforceable through the secondary
principles of “prohibition of causing harm™ and the “obligation of filial piety”. Concerning educators,
commands pertaining to respect and humility possess a Mawlawi-Nafsi nature or are categorized as highly
recommended. Ultimately, by proving the theory of “‘extended sovereignty”, this research demonstrates that
obedience to parents and educators is subordinate to-yet integrated with-obedience to God. This implies that,
provided no disobedience to God occurs, respecting their rights constitutes an embodiment of divine
obedience, takes precedence over other recommended acts, and holds legal validity.

Keywords: Obedience to parents, rights of educators, Mawlawi and Irshadi rulings, Haqq al-
Ta’ah, educational jurisprudence.
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