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Abstract
Enjoining good and forbidding evil, as one of the most fundamental Islamic obligations, has 

been predominantly analyzed in Imami jurisprudence through a duty-oriented approach, focusing 
on individual and social responsibility. However, within the context of the formation of the Islamic 
state and the development of codified public law systems, the manner in which this obligation is 
transferred-or not transferred-from the level of individual religious duty to the realm of sovereign 
responsibility remains theoretically ambiguous and insufficiently explored. Employing an 
analytical-critical methodology and drawing upon authoritative sources of Imami jurisprudence as 
well as the foundations of Islamic public law, the present study reexamines the position of enjoining 
good and forbidding evil in relation to the distinction between “jurisprudential duty” and “legal 
obligation.” The central question of the research concerns the scope of the legitimacy of state 
intervention in the implementation of this obligation and the possibility of its institutionalization 
within the framework of public law, while preserving human dignity and individuals’ legitimate 
freedoms. The findings indicate that although the primary nature of enjoining good and forbidding 
evil is grounded in individual responsibility, within the Islamic public law system it possesses the 
capacity to be transformed into a limited, regulated, and rule-based sovereign responsibility-
provided that a precise conceptual distinction is maintained among its moral, jurisprudential, and 
legal dimensions, and that the enforcement of legal sanctions is governed by the principles of 
necessity, proportionality, and legal rationality. The conclusion of the study suggests that redefining 
enjoining good and forbidding evil as a legal institution within the Islamic system does not entail 
the negation of its individual role; rather, it aims at regulating a balanced relationship between 
citizens’ responsibilities and the duties of the state-an approach that can provide a coherent 
theoretical foundation for legal policymaking in contemporary Islamic societies.
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